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MEN’S MEETING PLACE, KWINANA 
Grievance 

MR HYDE (Perth) [9.44 am]:  My grievance on Harmony Day is to the Minister for Community Development, 
Women’s Interests, Seniors and Youth and concerns the closure of the Men’s Meeting Place in Kwinana and the 
general situation in Perth regarding services for men, particularly men in fathering roles.  It is important that the 
Government act on this issue.  It has been brought to my attention by constituents and others throughout the 
metropolitan area that parts of the Men’s Meeting Place in Kwinana were providing a good service and that other 
groups and bodies around the metropolitan area are performing a similar role to try to ensure men’s wellbeing 
and provide health services to men.  Many of us, particularly those who have lived in regional Western Australia, 
are aware that one of the biggest problems facing men’s health is that it is difficult to encourage men to go a 
doctor or admit there may be a problem, especially if psychological or relationship issues are involved.  
Reticence to admit that help is needed is still a feature of some men in parts of our society.  Women are much 
more progressed than the male of the species in that area.   

The community generally is recognising that the issue of men’s wellbeing needs to be addressed through 
government and that the State Government has an important role.  I urge the minister to ensure that our 
Government, the Gallop Government, is playing a precise coordinating role on this issue so that the men of Perth 
and Western Australia are aware of all the services available to them and are able to access those services in a 
caring, nurturing and non-threatening way.  Without doubt there has been a changing role for fathers in our 
society, particularly with child rearing.  The old days of defined roles for men have passed.  Today we say that it 
is derogatory to call someone “the head of the household”.  Such concepts were very much in vogue until about 
10 to 15 years ago.  In moving into the new millennium and the twenty-first century, we should make sure that 
our government community services are geared to meet the needs of today’s society and are not mired in a hazy, 
idealistic 1950s Australia.  Such a place may never have existed, but it is certainly the myth and stereotype that 
many services have grown up with.  Those services think they are addressing that need; however, our society 
does not reflect those attitudes.  Rapid social change is affecting all aspects of our lives, and part of that is the 
increase in the number of children who do not consistently have a male figure in their lives.  When those males 
grow up and become fathers, they will have no role model on which to base their own fathering.  I am reminded 
of the words of Dostoevsky in The Brothers Karamazov -  

 . . . what is a father - a real father?  What is the meaning of that great word?  What is the great idea in 
that name?   

Our western society is having trouble coming to grips with that.  There is an increasing number of custodial 
single fathers.  In that sense, our state agencies have recognised today’s reality of the “family”.  Many people 
today argue that there is a concept of social fatherhood, which relates to the male who performs the fathering 
role, and that that concept is much more important to a child than the concept of biological fatherhood.  
Obviously, social fatherhood includes all of the child-rearing roles, activities, duties and responsibilities that 
fathers are expected to fulfil in our society.  Cultural images have grown up about fatherhood and include both 
stereotypes and ideal images.  We need look only at the portrayal of fatherhood through the media and television 
shows.  I refer to the American sitcoms, rather than the British sitcoms of Alf Garnett and others. 

Mr Johnson:  That was a long time ago.  

Mr HYDE:  The American sitcoms we grew up with idolised the pipe-smoking father who went to work and the 
mother who was at home all day.  That is not the reality in Western Australia today.  That is why I believe it is 
important that the Gallop Government take a whole-of-government approach to service delivery.   

I am concerned about the Men’s Meeting Place, but that is only a small part of this issue.  We must ensure that 
the services of other agencies, such as the Aboriginal men’s groups in my electorate and the member for 
Geraldton’s electorate, are coordinated.  The people running those services and the many volunteers need to be 
provided with not only adequate funding but also the advice, leadership and development that is required to 
ensure that the best possible services are available to men in Western Australia.   

MS McHALE (Thornlie - Minister for Community Development, Women’s Interests, Seniors and Youth) [9.51 
am]:  I thank the member for Perth for his grievance.  His concern is to ensure that services are available to men.  
I am sure that his experience as mayor of the Town of Vincent gave him the opportunity to gain insight into the 
importance of having relevant services on the ground.  Now, as a member of Parliament, he is rightly concerned 
about ensuring that relevant, modern services are available.  

Mr Johnson:  Why are you shutting down the Men’s Meeting Place? 

Ms McHALE:  The member for Perth raised the issue of the Men’s Meeting Place in Kwinana.  I will address 
that issue. 
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Mr Johnson:  It is an important service.  

Ms McHALE:  I thank the member for Hillarys for his interjection.  I will address his concerns.   

I also put on record my appreciation of the member for Peel, who has lobbied consistently and eloquently on this 
point. 

Mr Marlborough:  And angrily at times.  

Ms McHALE:  Yes, and angrily.  The member for Peel has constantly liaised with my office on behalf of his 
electorate.  I appreciate his forthright comments.  His concern has been to ensure that services are available for 
men in his corridor of the metropolitan area.   

I will briefly address the issue concerning the Men’s Meeting Place, but, more importantly, I will go through 
what the Government is doing to improve services for men in that area.  I will also place on record that six 
services for men’s accommodation are based in the member for Perth’s electorate.  The member for Perth 
supports all those services.  About 200 emergency accommodation beds are available in the metropolitan area at 
a cost of about $1.6 million a year.   

The member for Perth was right when he referred to research on the role of men in the family.  There has been a 
dramatic shift in that role over the past decade.  Change is still occurring in relation to what men want vis-a-vis 
their role in rearing children.  Many men want to play a more active role in their families.  The role of fathers has 
changed markedly.  Fathers have a significant impact on child development outcomes for boys and girls, yet 
being a father is still a relatively unsupported role in our community.  It is a critical role.  We know that many 
men do not access services, even when they are experiencing severe or complex problems that have a significant 
detrimental effect on both the functioning of the men and their family relationships.  We know that many men 
are unaware of existing services and do not know where to look for them.  We need to respond to that research 
and to the fact that fathers wish to play a more active, hands-on role in their families.   

I will address the direct issue of the replacement of the Men’s Meeting Place.  I am pleased to inform the House, 
and particularly the member for Peel, that an advertisement will appear in Saturday’s The West Australian 
calling for a proposal to develop a service in the Peel corridor and to provide a replacement service for the Men’s 
Meeting Place in Calista.  It will be a properly funded service.  The major target group will be men over the age 
of 18 who are perpetrators of domestic violence and are homeless.  The service has been developed with 
reference to the Government’s strategic directions in this area and particularly the gaps in existing services that 
were identified by the Government’s task force on homelessness.  We are already responding to the 
recommendations of the task force and picking up on the lobbying of the member for Peel to ensure that a 
service is made available in that area.  I am delighted that within a relatively short time, the request for proposal 
is to be advertised in The West Australian.   

The aim of the new service is to provide emergency accommodation and support to men in crisis.  The service 
will primarily, but not exclusively, target men who are in crisis because they have had to exit their family homes 
because of domestic violence incidents.  The primary target has been linked to domestic violence.  That is 
consistent with the findings of the state homelessness task force.  It is important that an option is provided at the 
point of domestic violence crisis for men to move to crisis accommodation, rather than for women and children 
to have to move out.  This will add to the raft of services that this Government is intent on providing to reduce 
the incidence and long-term negative effects of domestic violence.  I am grateful to the member for Peel for his 
work in this area.  I know that this service will provide necessary and important relief for men in his electorate.  
It will deal also with accommodation crisis for other reasons and will enlist the support of other agencies in that 
area.   

Another advertisement that will also appear in Saturday’s The West Australian is a request for proposal to 
develop a men’s resource service.  This exciting proposal will offer services for, and be accessible by, men.  
Again, this initiative is a response by the State Government to the increasing community recognition that men 
want to play a greater role as fathers in the lives of their children.  

The SPEAKER:  Grievances noted. 
 


